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The Honorable Roscoe G. Bartlett
Member, U.S. House ofRepresentatives
15 East Main Street, Suite 11 0
Westminster, Maryland 21157

Dear Congressman Bartlett:
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Thank you for your inquiry on behalf of your constituent, Peter Coddington,
Mr. Coddington is interested in starting a new commercial radio station in Columbia,
Maryland.

Pursuant to the Balanced Budget Act of 1997, Congress required the Commission
to award commercial broadcast licenses by auction. Applications may be filed for each
broadcast service during specified "filing windows" announced for that service. As
indicated in the enclosed Public Notice, we anticipate opening filing windows for new
full power commercial FM stations in the fall of this year, with the actual auction of
frequencies beginning on December 5, 2001. Attachment A of the Public Notice lists all
vacant allotments that will be included in this auction. There is not an FM frequency
allotted to Columbia, Maryland at this time. Mr. Coddington may wish to hire a
consulting engineering to determine the availability of any unused AM or FM frequencies
in the Columbia area for which he may apply in future filing windows opened for future
auction proceedings. In all candor, though, I must caution Mr. Coddington that, as
Columbia is located between two major, well served metropolitan markets - - Baltimore,
Maryland and Washington, D.C. - - it is unlikely that there will be any AM or FM
frequencies available for commercial operation.

For Mr. Coddington's convenience, we have also enclosed here a copy of our
information sheet entitled "How to Apply for a Broadcast Station." This document,
which fully explains the Commission's broadcast licensing process, is also available on
our website, tmrUL.v1ww.fcc.goy.. He may find it useful to monitor the website, which
contains current information on a variety of pertinent Commission matters.
If Mr. Coddington has additional questions or concerns, he may contact our Consumer
Information Bureau, National Consumer Center, toll free at 888-225-53221
TTY 888-835-5322.

Sincerely,

J?.~
/~l~ewart

CHief, Mass Media Bureau
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August 13, 2001

Ms. Sheryl J. Wilkerson
Director, Office ofLegislative & Intergovernmental Affairs
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W., Room 8-C453
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Wilkerson:

The enclosed correspondence from my constituent, Peter Coddington, is for your consideration,
It is my understanding that Mr. Coddington has been experiencing difficulty in obtaining a license
for a radio station in Howard County, Maryland. I would greatly appreciate any information
necessary to make a satisfactory reply to my constituent.

You may reply to 15 East Main Street, Suite 110, Westminster, l\ID 21157, ATTN: Deborah
Hamrick, or fax (410) 857-1329.

Thank you for your cooperation with this matter.

ARTLETT
Member of Congress
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From: Peter Coddington <pcoddington@whizbang.com>
Date: 7/28/2001 12:45:36 PM

Subject: Commercial Radio Station

Page I of I

Hello Representative Cardin:

I am a businessman in Howard County. I want to invest and build a new radiostation to serve the
Columbia, MD area. Can you help me get an FCC licenseto operate a commercial radio station? The
FCC is not cooperating.

Thanks,

Peter Coddington
6575 River Clyde Dr.
Highland, MD 20777

301-854-1202
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